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position from the scrutiny of the student of German
affairs.
Every new law that is passed and published in official
language is a new indication of the true position in
Germany to-day. Every appeal by a Nazi leader points
to another weakness. It has taken seven years, this war
and this hard winter to make the boastful Goering squeal
in public and confess that he cannot beat nature. When
confronted with only human nature, however, he has
never shrunk from the most violent means of coercion.
The days are over when the Nazis could explain away
unpleasant leakages of truth from inside Germany as
atrocity stories. For years commentators on German
affairs were denounced for naming Goering and the Nazi
government as the instigators and perpetrators of the
Reichstag fire. To-day, former Nazi officials, who have
broken with the Party, openly admit it.
How do the Germans bear the sacrifices imposed on
them by the Nazi government? Read this report from the
" Berliner Boersen-Anzeiger ":
" After a six days' hearing the Special Court of
Koenigsberg, East Prussia, has sentenced 31 defendants
who were accused under paragraph 4 of the criminal law
relating to 'damage done to the people'. Among them
were eight officials of the head office for economy and
provision of Koenigsberg.
"The defendants have been found guilty of frauds with
ration cards. Friedrich Goldhagen, the chief culprit, was
sentenced to death; some of the other defendants were
sent to prison for terms up to fifteen years. Four defendants
were acquitted."
It is one of hundreds of judgments against similar
offenders. There is no district in the Reich without a
''special court". There is no Nazi newspaper which has